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listed AFA catcher/processor or an
AFA mothership must ensure that the
vessel is in compliance with the scale
requirements described at §679.28(b),
that each groundfish haul is weighed
separately, and that no sorting of
catch takes place prior to weighing.

(2) Observer sampling station. The
owner and operator of a listed AFA
catcher/processor or AFA mothership
must provide an observer sampling sta-
tion as described at §679.28(d) and must
ensure that the vessel operator com-
plies with the observer sampling sta-
tion requirements described at
§679.28(d) at all times that the vessel
harvests groundfish or receives deliv-
eries of groundfish harvested in the
BSAI or GOA.

(b) What are the requirements for un-
listed AFA catcher/processors? The owner
or operator of an unlisted AFA catcher/
processor must comply with the catch
weighing and observer sampling sta-
tion requirements set out in paragraph
(a) of this section at all times the ves-
sel is engaged in directed fishing for
pollock in the BSAI.

(c) What are the requirements for AFA
inshore processors?—(1) Catch weighing.
All groundfish landed by AFA catcher
vessels engaged in directed fishing for
pollock in the BSAI must be sorted and
weighed on a scale approved by the
State of Alaska as described in
§679.28(c), and be made available for
sampling by a NMFS certified ob-
server. The observer must be allowed
to test any scale used to weigh ground-
fish in order to determine its accuracy.

(2) The plant manager or plant liai-
son must notify the observer of the off-
loading schedule for each delivery of
BSAI pollock by an AFA catcher vessel
at least 1 hour prior to offloading. An
observer must monitor each delivery of
BSAI pollock from an AFA catcher ves-
sel and be on site the entire time the
delivery is being weighed or sorted.

§679.64 Harvesting sideboard limits in
other fisheries.

(a) Harvesting sideboards for listed AFA
catcher/processors. The Regional Admin-
istrator will restrict the ability of list-
ed AFA catcher/processors to engage in
directed fishing for non-pollock
groundfish species to protect partici-
pants in other groundfish fisheries

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-11 Edition)

from adverse effects resulting from the
AFA and from fishery cooperatives in
the BS subarea directed pollock fish-
ery.

(1) How will groundfish sideboard limits
for AFA listed catcher/processors be cal-
culated? Except for Aleutian Islands
pollock and BSAI Pacific cod, the Re-
gional Administrator will establish an-
nual AFA catcher/processor harvest
limits for each groundfish species or
species group in which a TAC is speci-
fied for an area or subarea of the BSAI
as follows:

(i) Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean
perch. (A) The Aleutian Islands Pacific
ocean perch harvest limit will be equal
to the 1996 through 1997 aggregate re-
tained catch of Aleutian Islands Pa-
cific ocean perch by catcher/processors
listed in Sections 208(e)(1) through (20)
and 209 of the AFA in non-pollock tar-
get fisheries divided by the sum of the
Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean perch
catch in 1996 and 1997 multiplied by the
remainder of the Aleutian Islands Pa-
cific ocean perch TAC after the sub-
traction of the CDQ reserve under
§679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) in the year in which
the harvest limit will be in effect.

(B) If the amount of Pacific ocean
perch calculated under paragraph
(a)(1)(A)(A) of this section is determined
by the Regional Administrator to be
insufficient to meet bycatch needs of
AFA catcher/processors in other di-
rected fisheries for groundfish, the Re-
gional Administrator will prohibit di-
rected fishing for Aleutian Islands Pa-
cific ocean perch by AFA catcher/proc-
essors and establish the sideboard
amount equal to the amount of Aleu-
tian Islands Pacific ocean perch caught
by AFA catcher/processors incidental
to directed fishing for other groundfish
species.

(ii) Atka mackerel. The Atka mackerel
harvest limit for each area and season
will be equal to:

(A) Bering Sea subarea and Eastern
Aleutian Islands, zero;

(B) Central Aleutian Islands, 11.5 per-
cent of the annual TAC specified for
Atka mackerel; and

(C) Western Aleutian Islands, 20 per-
cent of the annual TAC specified for
Atka mackerel.
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(iii) Flathead sole, rock sole, and yel-
lowfin sole. The harvest limit for flat-
head sole, rock sole, and yellowfin sole
will be equal to the 1995 through 1997
aggregate retained catch of that spe-
cies by catcher/processors listed in Sec-
tions 208(e)(1) through (e)(20) and 209 of
the AFA in non-pollock target fisheries
divided by the sum of the catch of that
species in 1995 through 1997 multiplied
by the remainder of the TAC of that
species after the subtraction of the
CDQ reserve under §679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) in
the year in which the harvest limit will
be in effect.

(iv) Remaining groundfish species. (A)
Except as provided for in paragraphs
(a)(1)(i) through (a)(1)(iii) of this sec-
tion, the harvest limit for each BSAI
groundfish species or species group will
be equal to the 1995 through 1997 aggre-
gate retained catch of that species by
catcher/processors listed in Sections
208 (e)(1) through (e)(20) and 209 of the
AFA in non-pollock target fisheries di-
vided by the sum of the catch of that
species in 1995 through 1997 multiplied
by the TAC of that species available for
harvest by catcher/processors in the
year in which the harvest limit will be
in effect.

(B) If the amount of a species cal-
culated under paragraph (a)(1)(iv)(A) of
this section is determined by the Re-
gional Administrator to be insufficient
to meet bycatch needs for AFA catch-
er/processors in other directed fisheries
for groundfish, the Regional Adminis-
trator will prohibit directed fishing for
that species by AFA catcher/processors
and establish the sideboard amount
equal to the amount of that species
caught by AFA catcher/processors inci-
dental to directed fishing for other
groundfish species.

(v) Yellowfin sole sideboard limit exemp-
tion. AFA catcher/processors will not
be subject to a harvest limit for yel-
lowfin sole in the BSAI during a cal-
endar year if the aggregate ITAC of
yellowfin sole assigned to the Amend-
ment 80 sector and BSAI trawl limited
access sector is greater than or equal
to 125,000 metric tons.

(2) What are the halibut and crab PSC
sideboard limits? The halibut and crab
PSC bycatch limits specified for catch-
er/processors in the BSAI are listed in
Tables 40 and 41 to this part.

§679.64

(3) How will AFA catcher/processor
sideboard limits be managed? The Re-
gional Administrator will manage
groundfish harvest limits and PSC by-
catch limits for AFA catcher/proc-
essors through directed fishing closures
in fisheries established under para-
graph (a)(1) of this section in accord-
ance with the procedures set out in
§§679.20(d)(1)(iv) and 679.21(e)(3)(V).

(b) Harvesting sideboards for AFA
catcher vessels. The Regional Adminis-
trator will restrict the ability of AFA
catcher vessels to engage in directed
fishing for other groundfish species to
protect participants in other ground-
fish fisheries from adverse effects re-
sulting from the AFA and from fishery
cooperatives in the BS subarea di-
rected pollock fishery.

(1) To whom do the catcher wvessel
sideboard limits apply? Catcher vessel
harvest limits and PSC bycatch limits
apply to all AFA catcher vessels par-
ticipating in all GOA groundfish fish-
eries and all non-pollock groundfish
fisheries in the BSAI except vessels
qualifying for sideboard exemptions in
the specific fisheries identified in para-
graph (b)(2) of this section.

(2) Who is exempt from catcher vessel
sideboards? (i) BSAI Pacific cod
sideboard exemptions—(A) AFA catch-
er vessels less than 125 ft (38.1 m) LOA
that are determined by the Regional
Administrator to have harvested a
combined total of less than 5,100 mt of
BSAI pollock, and to have made 30 or
more legal landings of Pacific cod in
the BSAI directed fishery for Pacific
cod from 1995 through 1997 are exempt
from sideboard closures for BSAI Pa-
cific cod.

(B) AFA catcher vessels with
mothership endorsements are exempt
from BSAI Pacific cod catcher vessel
sideboard directed fishing closures
after March 1 of each fishing year.

(i1) GOA groundfish sideboard exemp-
tions. AFA catcher vessels less than 125
ft (38.1 m) LOA that are determined by
the Regional Administrator to have
harvested less than 5,100 mt of BSAI
pollock and to have made 40 or more
landings of GOA groundfish from 1995
through 1997 are exempt from GOA
groundfish catcher vessel sideboard di-
rected fishing closures.
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(3) How will groundfish sideboard limits
be calculated? Except for Aleutian Is-
lands pollock, the Regional Adminis-
trator will establish annual AFA
catcher vessel harvest limits for each
groundfish species or species group in
which a TAC is specified for an area or
subarea of the GOA and BSAI as fol-
lows:

(1) BSAI groundfish other than Amend-
ment 80 species. The AFA catcher vessel
groundfish harvest limit for each BSAI
groundfish species or species group
other than BSAI Pacific cod will be
equal to the aggregate retained catch
of that groundfish species or species
group from 1995 through 1997 by all
AFA catcher vessels; divided by the
sum of the TACs available to catcher
vessels for that species or species group
from 1995 through 1997; multiplied by
the TAC available to catcher vessels in
the year or season in which the harvest
limit will be in effect.

(ii) BSAI Pacific cod. The AFA catch-
er vessel groundfish harvest limit for
BSAI Pacific cod will be equal to the
retained catch of BSAI Pacific cod in
1997 by AFA catcher vessels not ex-
empted under paragraph (b)(2)(i)(A) of
this section divided by the BSAI Pa-
cific cod TAC available to catcher ves-
sels in 1997; multiplied by the BSAI Pa-
cific cod TAC available to catcher ves-
sels in the year or season in which the
harvest limit will be in effect.

(iii) Amendment 80 species other than
Pacific cod. The AFA catcher vessel
groundfish harvest limit for each
Amendment 80 species other than BSAI
Pacific cod will be equal to the aggre-
gate retained catch of that Amendment
80 species from 1995 through 1997 by all
AFA catcher vessels, divided by the
sum of the TAC available to catcher
vessels for that species or species group
from 1995 through 1997, and multiplied
by the remainder of the TAC after the
subtraction of the CDQ reserve under
§679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) in the year or season
in which the harvest limit will be in ef-
fect.

(iv) GOA groundfish. The AFA catcher
vessel groundfish harvest limit for each
GOA groundfish species or species
group will be equal to the aggregate re-
tained catch of that groundfish species
or species group from 1995 through 1997
by AFA catcher vessels not exempted
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under paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this sec-
tion; divided by the sum of the TACs of
that species or species group available
to catcher vessels from 1995 through
1997; multiplied by the TAC available
to catcher vessels in the year or season
in which the harvest limit will be in ef-
fect.

(4) How will halibut and crab PSC limits
be calculated?—(i) BSAI. The halibut
and crab PSC bycatch limits specified
for catcher vessels in the BSAI are list-
ed in Tables 40 and 41 to this part.

(ii) GOA. The AFA catcher vessel
PSC bycatch limit for halibut in the
GOA will be a portion of the PSC limit
equal to the ratio of aggregate retained
groundfish catch by AFA catcher ves-
sels in each PSC target category from
1995 through 1997 relative to the re-
tained catch of all vessels in that fish-
ery from 1995 through 1997.

(6) How will catcher wvessel sideboard
limits be managed? The Regional Admin-
istrator will manage groundfish har-
vest limits and PSC bycatch limits for
AFA catcher vessels using directed
fishing closures according to the proce-
dures set out at §§679.20(d)(1)(iv) and
679.21(d)(8) and (e)(3)(V).

(6) Yellowfin sole sideboard limit exemp-
tion. AFA catcher vessels will not be
subject to a harvest limit for yellowfin
sole in the BSAI during a calendar year
if the aggregate ITAC of yellowfin sole
assigned to the Amendment 80 sector
and BSAI trawl limited access sector is
greater than or equal to 125,000 metric
tons.

[67 FR 79734, Dec. 30, 2002, as amended at 70
FR 9868, Mar. 1, 2005; 72 FR 52725, Sept. 14,
2007; 72 FR 50818, Sept. 4, 2007; 73 FR 27770,
May 14, 2008]

§679.65 [Reserved]
Subpart G—Rockfish Program

SOURCE: 71 FR 67252, Nov. 20, 2006, unless
otherwise noted.

§679.80 Initial allocation of rockfish
QsS.

Regulations under this subpart were
developed by National Marine Fish-
eries Service to implement Section 802
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act
of 2004 (Public Law 108-199). Additional
regulations that implement specific
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